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Objectives 
The module will address child and parent communication and the role of communication with 
parents in typical and atypical development. Educational and clinical implications will be discussed. 

 
Program 
Monday afternoon (Instructor: prof. Alessandra Sansavini): 

From communication to language in typically and atypically developing children 

Continuity and multimodality in communication and language development will be illustrated in 
typical development and in the conditions of preterm birth and language delay. The role of an 
enriched environment will be discussed to promote gestural and verbal communication in typical 
and atypical development. 

 
Tuesday afternoon (prof. Chiara Suttora): 
How environment can shape language development 

Proximal and distal environmental factors shaping children’s developmental trajectories and 
outcomes in communication and language development will be presented. A particular focus will 
be given to the role of parent-child interaction and home-learning experiences. Distal factors’ roles, 
such as living in a system of economic poverty and other social risk factors, will also be reviewed. 

 
Wednesday afternoon (prof. Laura Zampini): 
The impact of diagnosis disclosure on parents 

Parents' psychological experience and the impact of this communication on their child’s 
perception and personal and familiar well-being will be addressed considering the time in which 
the communication occurs, i.e., prenatally, at birth, or during child development. Affective and 
cognitive factors determining the satisfaction level with diagnosis disclosure will be considered.  
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