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Objectives

This course integrates a core demographic interest in family dynamics with a core sociological
concern about social inequalities: how does the growing instability of the “traditional” nuclear
family affect the reproduction of social inequalities? How do different childcare arrangements
influence children’s cognitive and non-cognitive development? The objective of this course is to
understand whether and to what extent demographic and family changes have consequences on
the well-being of families; how these changes are uniform across the population; and how these
phenomena, considered as a whole, increase the distances between families (inequality) or reduce
them (equality).

Program

Monday morning (Instructor: R. Guetto):

A demographic reversal: the changing socioeconomic gradients in Second Demographic Transition-
related behaviour; the Diverging Destinies Thesis.

Tuesday afternoon (Instructor: C. Pronzato):
Childcare arrangements for young children: Determinants and consequences for mothers'
employment, couple decisions about fertility, and child development; Inequality issues.

Wednesday morning (Instructor: C. Pronzato):
Children's use of time: Determinants and consequences on children's non-cognitive development;
Inequality issues.

Thursday morning (Instructor: R. Guetto):
Family instability and its heterogeneous consequences for children’s outcomes.

Requirements
Fundamentals of demography, some acquaintance with regression models.
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