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Objectives 
The aim of the course is to introduce students to macro-level theories of fertility change, micro-level 
theories of fertility behaviour and the micro-macro interactions. Fertility and childlessness are 
introduced as related, but distinct phenomena. At the end of the courses, students should 
comprehend the major theories that explain the trends and patterns of fertility. These theories are 
situated within the overarching framework of the human life course, embedded in institutional 
contexts that reflect economic, social, cultural and historical conditions. In addition, students should 
understand the fertility response to situational changes such as technological change, economic 
development, and rising uncertainty. Students should be able to apply these theories to interpret 
data on levels and differentials in fertility and childlessness and their drivers. 
 
Program 
 
1. Day 1, 16/12, 10:30-13:30 
Contemporary Fertility: Trends and Explanations 
 
2. Day 2, 17/12, 10:30-13:30 
2.1 Policies and Fertility 
2.2 The gender equality debate (students reflect and discuss on the Demographic Research debate: 
“Should governments in Europe be more aggressive in pushing for gender equality to raise fertility?”) 
 
3. Day 3, 18/12, 10:30-13:30 
3.1 Childlessness (in collaboration with Valentina Tocchioni) 
3.2 The declining fertility debate (students reflect and discuss on the question: “Over the past few 
decades, economic uncertainty has been raised as a potential factor in lowering fertility rates. Do 
you think this is the case? What about other types of uncertainty, such as climate change, social 
uncertainty, or armed conflict? Are other factors important?”) 
 
4. Day 4, 19/12 10:30-13:30 
4.1 Topics in Contemporary Fertility Research: Conference-Style Seminars (20-minute presentation 
+ 10-minute Q&A with students):  
– Giammarco Alderotti: Health issues and fertility 
– Elisa Brini: Childcare and fertility 
– Marco Cozzani: Climate change and fertility 
4.2 The low fertility debate (students reflect on the question: “Is very low fertility good or bad for 
the family, gender and society?”) 
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Kreyenfeld, M. (2021). Causal Modelling in Fertility Research: A Review of the Literature and an 
Application to a Parental Leave Policy Reform*Comparative Population Studies, Vol. 46 
(2021): 269-302  

https://www.routledge.com/Societal-Problems-as-Public-Bads-1st-Edition/de-Graaf-Wiertz/p/book/9781138480216
https://www.routledge.com/Societal-Problems-as-Public-Bads-1st-Edition/de-Graaf-Wiertz/p/book/9781138480216
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949697723000218?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2949697723000218?via%3Dihub
https://read.dukeupress.edu/demography/article/60/2/607/343915/Fertility-and-Media-Narratives-of-the-Economy
https://read.dukeupress.edu/demography/article/60/2/607/343915/Fertility-and-Media-Narratives-of-the-Economy
https://read.dukeupress.edu/demography/article/60/2/607/343915/Fertility-and-Media-Narratives-of-the-Economy


Matysiak, Anna, Tomas Sobotka, Daniele Vignoli (2021). The Great Recession and Fertility in 
Europe: A Sub-national Analysis. European Journal of Population 37(1): 29-64. 

Raab, Marcel, and Emanuela Struffolino. "The heterogeneity of partnership trajectories to 
childlessness in Germany." European Journal of Population 36, no. 1 (2020): 53-70. 

Rybińska, A. (2021). Trends in intentions to remain childless in the United States. Population 
Research and Policy Review, 40(4), 661-672. 

Stegen, H., Switsers, L., & De Donder, L. (2021). Life stories of voluntarily childless older people: a 
retrospective view on their reasons and experiences. Journal of Family Issues, 42(7), 1536-
1558. 

Van Winkle, Zachary (2020) Family policies and family life course complexity across 20th-century 
Europe. Journal of European Social Policy, l. 30(3) 320–338.  

Vignoli, Daniele, Letizia Mencarini, Giammarco Alderotti (2020). Is the Effect of Job Uncertainty on 
Fertility Intentions Channeled by Subjective Well-Being? Advances in Life Course Research, 
46, 100343. 

Vignoli, Daniele, Alessandra Minello, Giacomo Bazzani, Camilla Matera, Chiara Rapallini 
(2022). Narratives of the Future Affect Fertility: Evidence from a Laboratory 
Experiment. European Journal of Population, 38: 93-124. 

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10680-020-09556-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10680-020-09556-y
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1040260820300204
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1040260820300204
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10680-021-09602-3.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10680-021-09602-3.pdf

